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ON THE COVER: 


(FRONT COVER} The southbound COAST STARLIGHT pulls out of the Portland, Oregon, station 
in this photo by George hyko. The on-time performance of this ran is tabulated in an 
article elsewhere in this issue. 


(REAR COVER) Old engines in new paint, both photographed by Paul Rayton in the Washing- 
ton DC yards in early June, Above, Southern Railway engines in their special paint job 
for use on the SOUTHERN CRESCENT. Behind them is seen a portion of an RF&P engine. 
Below, Amtrak engine 235 sits in the Washington yards. 


RAIL TRAVEL NEWSLETTER is late again this issue. Last time our lateness was due to 
vacationing. After publishing the July 17 issue we set about moving our office to 
larger quarters to serve you better. We have definitely had growing pains this year, 
and now with more space we should be able to function more efficiently. If you have 
expected correspondence from us in about the past three weeks and have received none, 
it was because of our move. We are ‘way behind in correspondence now, and can now set 
about catching up. We certainly appreciate your patience. We have come to discover 
that rail travelers are a very patient people; how otherwise could they have endured 
so many years of deteriorating service on the railroads? 

If you are seeing RIN for the first time this issue, we must tell you that a more 
typical issue includes more photographs than does this one. Because our darkroom facil- 
ities are just being unpacked from our move, we were unable to prepare more photos for 
this issue. Next time we should be returned to normal; as Amtrak has said, "We'll have 
a chance to get organized, and we'll show people what we can do," 

er mailing address is still Box 9007, Berkeley, Calif. 94709. 





QUOTES OF THE WEEK*** 

"The reluctance on the part of Amtrak's board and management to inject new and aggres- 
sive ideas into the running of passenger railroad service can only be explained in terms 
that assume from the start that the service is unsalvageable. It appears now that Am- 
trak never intended to actually save the national network of rail service. Instead, it 
intended to use the ‘experimental’ period as a time of grace during which railroads 
would pay a 'buy-in' fee to help taxpayers keep service going until it could be officie 
ally laid to rest in l-told-you-so fashion, never proved because never really tested by 
the ‘new! management Congress assigned the job." 

--Richard Hebert in The Nation, August 21 issue 

"it's time to wake up to the fact that the great majority of Americans have decis- 
ively opted for other modes of personal transportation, The record shows that Americans 
simply will not use long-distance railroad service in sufficient volume to justify the 
expense, No amount of promotion or government involvement to ‘improve’ service will 
change that situation." 

--SP Public Relations Manager Thomas C. Buckley, in letter to 
the Los Angeles Times, July 15 
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EDITORIAL: AFTER TRANSPO 72 - WHAT? 
Plan for a Humanized Transportation System 


The Department of Transportation last month told us that our country's transporta- 
tion system is the best in the world, Such nonsensical statements have come to be ex- 
pected from bureaucratic agencies, big corporations, and other bastions of vested int- 
erests, It seems the DOT would be nearer the truth if it proceeded from the premise 
that our transportation system is the world's worst, Our railroads are crumbling, Our 
highways are jammed with cars, trucks, and buses, Yur airports are crowded, unsafe, 
isolated in bad weather, and the constant scene of "skyjackings." Public transit sys- 
teas are decaying and folding up from financial probiems, Brown poisoned air envelopes 
our cities from choking automobile traffic. Deaths from highway crashes are rising to 
horrible new heights. 

Amid this chaos, government planners are operating at least twenty years benind the 
times. Here and there we are tentatively told that a new transit system could be ready 
shortly before the year 2000--if we live that long. And the federal government has 
just completed an exposition (Transpo 72) of hardware that supposedly will be carrying 
us from place to place in the future--a hodgepodge of gadgetry that totally misses the 
mark in terms of the real human needs of our mobile people. 

Ranting and raving about problems is one thing--and a necessary step in stirring up 
corrective action--but actually planning a transportation system that will best serve 
real people, and then implementing those plans, are much more difficult matters. 

We would suggest starting by reading the words of Lewis Mumford (his article, "In 
Praise of Trains," in the August Harper's Magazine was mentioned here in our last 
issue), Mumford has a clear and enlightened view of what a "balanced transportation 
system" really is. Forget those ridiculous "people movers," he says, We agree. Al iow 
for more people to walk and bicycle around cities, We're absurdly lacking in this nat- 
ural and healthful activity, and our health statistics reflect it. People don't walk 
because cars have usurped their walking space and generally made cities unpleasant 


piares to be without protective shields of glass and steel. 


bea Stil] within the city, we suggest intensive explora- 

Bs tion of the idea of free public transportation, A system 

$ EE such as BART, for example, snould be fare-free for maximum 
ES usage and clearing of excess traffic from our cities, The 
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k other more difficult to implement solutions for unclogging 
Soe oe ee Oe ae RA $ cities, Merchants would profit from the increased mobility 
PRE ss Soe eS of customers, especially the old and young who now can get 
ER PR BES. A A around only with difficulty. New concepts in home delivery 
ee e of merchandise should be developed. The flexibility and 
E EO NAN DES S hauling capacity of the auto are largely illusionary--you 
can't find a parking space, must keep returning to your car, can't load perishables or 
oversize items, etc.--yet they are among the principal reasons given for continued 
urban auto usage. Imagine the really flexible urban roamer who can walk or bike, get- 
ting on and off free public conveyances, can wander at will and make purchases to be 
delivered later, without being tied to his auto and timing parking meters, A moment's 
reflection suggests great possibilities for both purchaser and seller. Wasteful park- 
ing lots could be turned into pleasant and useful shopping or park areas, The evidence 
(continued on page 14) page 3 
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AMTRAK ACCUSED OF LETTING PASSENGER SERVICE DIE 


In a very negatively-toned article appearing in the August 21 issue of The Nation 
magazine, Washington free-lance writer Richard Hebert has charged that Amtrak is in 
reality getting ready to cut back service to just the Northeast Corridor when its two- 
year experimental period ends next year. He said that Amtrak's Board of Directors and 
its management team are "heavy with the voices of the cautious who have every reason to 
hold preconceived notions that railroad passenger service is unrevivable as a national 
system, and that only urban ‘corridor’ service is worth any large investment of tine, 
energy, funds or brainpower." The article is one of the most cutting indictments of 
Amtrak's management yet to appear. The writer is apparently pro-passenger train (he js 
the author of a forthcoming book, "Highways to Nowhere: The Politics of City Transporta- 
tion"), but he has little or nothing positive to say about present service. For exam- 
ple, there are no statistics on the unexpectedly good financial showing of a number of 
long-distance trains. (See further quote on page 2.) 


NUMEROUS AIR CONDITIONING FAILURES PLAGUE PASSENGER TRAINS 


RTN has so far this summer received an inordinately large number of reports of 
failures of air conditioning on Amtrak trains, involving both refurbished and non-refurb- 
ished cars. Steve Farrar's column in this issue reports some. Locally, riders on the 
SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR have frequently reported gross failures of A-C units--not in isol- 
ated cars, but in most cars of a consist. In at least one instance, the outside temp- 
erature in California's Central Valley was reaching 110° while nearly every car of the 
train traversing the valley had no A-C and was almost equally hot. A rider on the 
COAST STARLIGHT this month reported that southbound from Portland to Oakland she was 
fortunate to be in the only car with operative A-C. One lady passenger on the SF ZEPHYR 
became il] and nauseated from the heat last month. 

The reports are too frequent and widespread to represent isolated instances, It is 
known that the railroads stopped maintaining cars sometime before Amtrak was to start up 
and make its selection of cars to purchase. It is said by some who have studied the 
situation that usually no maintenance is done under Amtrak, and that old units, even in 
supposedly refurbished cars, are simply giving up the ghost. This serious problem will 
evidently require auch careful attention from Amtrak if they are to achieve their stated 
goal of making the trains worth riding again. 


"ORANGE BLOSSOM SPECIAL” TO RUN THIS FALL 


(The following item is excerpted from "The Nashville Flyer," newsletter of the 
Nashville Chapter, NRHS:) A new Amtrak train, the ORANGE BLOSSOM SPECIAL, will begin 
operation on Sept. 10 between Chicago and Florida. The route will be the same as the 
FLORIDIAN (scheduled to cease operation Sept. 9) and the former SOUTHWIND, Selection 
of the Chicago-!Indianapolis-Louisville-Nashville-Birmingham-Montgomery-Jacksonville- 
Miami-St, Petersburg route came as very good news to many who had heard rumors that 
Aetrak would remove its Chicago-Florida train from its current route, Amtrak was con- 
sidering running the train from Chicago to Birmingham on the route of IC's CITY OF 
MIAMI, with the route south of Birmingham remaining the same, This would have left 
Nashville and Louisville without rail service and would have greatly reduced service 
to Indianapolis. The tentative schedule of the train is: lv Chicago 8:30am, ar Miami 
10:55pm; lv Miami 8am, ar Chicago 8:55pm, 
page 4 


East Coast Report SEE A 


RIDING THE FLORIDIAN. The three of us were all very tired. We had spent the previous 
day cutting coal on the tender of Southern engine 4501 from Knoxville to Louisville. In 


the second place, we were all nearly broke, But | had convinced ay friends not to make 


the allenight bus ride back to Knoxville. | was going all the way to Montgomery. | tole 
them we could charge all our rail tickets on my Rail Travel Card. 

Imagine ay opinion of Amtrak when, at 6:45am on July 24, | called Louisville Union 
Station to have them fix up the tickets and was told "Well, the L&N doesn't honor any 
credit cards. The Pennsylvania does, but the LAN doesn't." Was this 19727 As far as 
Louisville Union Station was concerned it might as well have been 1927. No Penn Cen- 
tral. No Amtrak, And no credit. l 

Why is it that everything Amtrak brags about--credit cards, good equipment, on-time 
performance--never seems to exist on the day you make your trip? Nevertheless, | will 
try to be objective. We went to the station to spend our last dimes on train fare. And 
we did appreciate the convenience of not having to wear our military uniforms to buy 
furlough fare tickets--thanks to Amtrak. It would have taken the railroads 10 years to 
follow the lead of the airlines on this policy. | 

Penn Central brought the FLORIDIAN in from Chicago at 7:10am (E.T.}, a half-hour 
early on a very padded schedule. At 7:50am, departure tiae, a aan arrived to work on 
the broken gas stove in the diner, and at 7:57 we pulled out with the stove repaired 
and breakfast cooking, The consist was a PC E unit, B&O E unit, SCL baggage-dormi tory, 
SP diner-lounge, PC sleeper "Toronto Islands," LEN SOUTH WIND coach, and an SCL coach, 

The train was almost full, but the air conditioning was not working in the rear car 
SCL coach 5130. |! had met a man on the steam trip the day before who had ridden this 
same consist from Montgomery to Nashville on July 22, and the air conditioning was bro- 
ken then also. The car hadn't been repaired during the 15-hour Chicago layover, nor had 
it been replaced, It would be interesting for RTN readers to watch for this car in 
their train travels. Just drop a note to us if the air conditioning is stil] out. The 
doors were broken also. 

We all had a fine breakfast in the diner as the train raced south out of Louisville. 
Since the diner crew were from the Seaboard Coast Line instead of LEN, the Rail Travel 
Card was pressed into service. It was clear that the engineer we had was a pro and he 
was trying to make up that 7-min delay, Whenever a curve required hia to reduce from 
79mph, he drew off just enough air to bring the train smoothly into and through the — 
curve. Every freight was in the siding for us. After a while a trainman came through 
and announced: "The next stop is Bowling Green in 10 miles, We'll be there in about 7 
minutes." At least between Louisville and Nashville, if nowhere else on the FLORIDIAN's 
route there was some fast moving and there was that "sense of urgency" that is so lack- 
ing in passenger railroading, We were on time at Bowling Green, 

About 8:45am Central Time (9:45 Eastern Stomach Time) we headed for the diner again 
for a Coke. The waiter who had been so courteous before said simply: "No Coke. We're 
stil] serving breakfast." We waited an hour in the lounge before we dared to get his 
attention again, and this time he served us, 

We pulled into Nashville at 10:05am, another half-hour early arrival on the slow 
schedule. 1 took advantage of the 40-min layover to photograph the fascinating sta- 
tion, and was immediately recognized as a railfan by two local railfans. They ex- 
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plained that the waiting room was barricaded because the glass ceiling was falling bit 
by bit. They said the Nashville Union Station had been declared a landmark and that 
they hoped it could be fixed up in Gay 90's style, with a restaurant and possibly offi- 
ces, with Amtrak to remain as a minor tenant, But their biggest concern was hearing 
from several sources that the FLORIDIAN was to be transferred to the lllinois Central 
between Chicago and Birmingham, thus bypassing Indianapolis, Louisville and Nashville 
and serving no comparable-size cities. They said they were sympathetic with Amtrak's 
desire to avoid the bad PC track between Chicago and Louisville, but they felt that 
instead of using IC that Amtrak should use the L&N (CREI) Dixie Route between Chicago, 
Evansville and Nashville, with connecting service between Detroit, Cincinnati, Louis- 
ville and Nashville. In Nashville, | learned that L&N agents had received information 
on credit cards about a month earlier, but were waiting for imprinters, or something. 
However, the Rail Travel Card is still not to be honored on LAN. 

At noon | went into the diner for lunch. Toasted sandwiches and soup was the extent 
of the offering, but the food was good and the passengers seemed satisfied. The crew 
said that the air conditioning in the diner had just failed. They also said that all 
their ice cream had melted. 

At Cullman, AL, we went into the siding for the northbound FLORIDIAN, which was 
running almost 24 hours late. It had an LAN E unit, SCL baggage-dore, SP diner-lounge, 
Amtrak sleeper and SCL and UP coaches, Incidentally, the baggage-dorm on the FLORIDIAN 
handles first class mail between Chicago and Jacksonville. 

We were Smins late into Birmingham, where a man tried to fix the air conditioning in 
the coach and the diner, but was unable to do so. | went downstairs to examine the 
modern LAN station, built about 10 years ago, | wondered why the Southern built its 
own new depot a couple years ago when Terminal Station was torn down, because the SOUTH- 
ERN CRESCENT runs right past the LAN station, And on days when the CRESCENT runs to or 
from New Orleans, it must make a backing move to enter the Southern station, Using the 
LAN station would save about 15mins for the SOUTHERN CRESCENT and would be a great help 
to passengers. for example:a lady en route from Washington to Montgomery boarded the 
FLORIDIAN; | overheard her griping about having to make the taxi ride across town in 
Birmingham. She also said that they didn't tell her in Washington that she was going 
to have to change stations. Of course they didn't, Neither Southern nor Amtrak show 
in timetables the identity of the stations they use in Birmingham. 

As the day wore on, conditions in the rear coach becane unbearable. The heat was 
intense, and the car floor was coated with roadbed dust. The crew never transferred 
passengers to other available space in the other coach or sleeper, altho some passen- 
gers moved on their own, We went into a siding for a freight, and were 23mins late 
into Montgomery, Montgomery Union Station, incidentally, has been sold to the city for 
a railroad museum, Anew Amtrak station is to be built about 25 yards north of the 
trainshed, 

There were some plus points about the trip. My ride in the air-conditioned coach 
was fine, the scenery and the small towns were interesting, the food was good and rea- 
sonably priced, we were delayed by a freight only once, speed generally was 65 to 79mph, 
and patronage was fairly good, Amtrak made a wise decision when it changed the FLORIDI- 
AN to an evening departure from Chicago. For example, one passenger was enroute from 
Butte to Birmingham, another from Los Angeles to Nashville. In past years such travel- 
ers would have had to wait overnight in Chicago. 


page 6 (continued on page 11) 








PAUL RAYTON; ot? Editor-at-Large, is currently ‘at large, traveling around Canada and 
the U.S, by train, atid wiTT hopefully bring us sone excitfng reports later Of..cc. 
SUPER “ERFEF gôt new denis about “August 19, reports reader Mark Weinberger. He de= = 
scribes then’ as“*hate purpté-affairs with an ATSF F unit portrayed on the cover in 
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silüér m “The«meftuinside ÑS on parchaent-type paper, and the dinner lists S entrees — 
+ with mimePous äta catte items, and, 10 and behold, the Champagne Dinner is still there. 
Did you “Near that, Paul Rayton, wherever you are? The breakfast menu also preserves — 
pany “of thé Santa‘Fe favorites, including the French Toast..... AMTRAK RECENTLY is- 

sued a "Crew & Accommodations Information" folder given out on trains, It explains ` 

who each crew weber fs by his uniform and describes different types of accommodations 
RICHMOND, FREDERIEXSBURG & Potomac Railroad has joined the ranks of ‘the public- 
be-damned railroads with their clais that commuter trains could not run on their lines 
in Northern Virginia withodt interfering with freight operations. The truth is that ~ 
their track is highly under-utilized. There is a 6-7-nile-long double-track passenger- 
only bypass of the Potomac Yards (about which the RF&P is so concerned) that now is 
used by only 14 trains per day. Twenty years ago far more passenger -trains were run 
here than the number of commuters proposed with no problem for freight. In fact the 
RF&P ran far more passenger trains all the way to Richmond that commuter trains it is 
being asked to run only to Woodbridge and Quantico..... WANT INFORMATION on Aatrak's.. 
service to Vancouver? Phone (604) 682-5552 in Vancouver or (206) 623-6933 in Seattle. 
s.e.. AMTRAK'S NICE brochures, "Traveling by Train" and "What is Astrak?" can also be 
had by writing to:Aatrak at P.0. Box 474, Riverdale, Maryland 20840..... TRAVEL AGENT 
in the San Francisco area wrote Amtrak in Washington for.a June 11 timetable when they. 
were about to be published, and finally received one July 13 by third class sail, with 
one-third of Amtrak's "last?" summer already spent..... NO SERVICE at all is what the 
state of Arkansas currently- gets from Amtrak. So many of its citizens have been work- 
ing to get Amtrak's forthcoming route to Mexico set thru Arkansas following a slightly 
d report on the — 
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And wé'knov of wore letters ‘that didn't get printed..... FLYING SCOTSMAN was moved ` 
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The Train Is Late: Amtrak’s 


The title of this report is taken from a humorous skit put on by a Los Angeles under- 
ground FM station just before Amtrak took over the trains. In it a Soviet agent trav- 
eling by train in the U.S. is given a password by which to identify his "contact." The 
password is "The train is late." Of course he is unable to find his contact because 
of the ubiquitousness of the phrase. We found the phrase used too often this summer 
also. Every time we had occasion to check the COAST STARLIGHT at Oakland, the train 
would be behind schedule. So we compiled these data from non-Amtrak sources to satis- 
fy our curiosity about how badly the timekeeping was really going during the heavy 
suaser travel season. Recall that in the Jan. 3 issue we published data gathered at 
Los Angeles that indicated that tisekeeping broke down altogether when the railroads 
had to cope with large nusbers of people traveling. During the Christmas season the 
STARLIGHT never once arrived on time in the City of Angels, and averaged over 3 hours 
late. Our report was widely quoted, and after the winter travel season things got 


better. The first quarter of 1972 showed many timekeeping improvements over the Astrak 


system, but that was a slack travel time, and we were keeping our fingers crossed 

about the coming summer season, Would the system break down again when more people 

were riding? Here, then, are data on some Western routes for the period of June 30 
e t » 

to August 16, with some days' tallies missing. AVG. MINS. # DAYS 


TRAIN ARRIVAL POINT ZON TIME LATE  # RUNS MISSING 
SUNSET LIMITED #1 Los Angeles 82 9 1 3 
SUNSET LIMITED #2 © New Orleans 4&7 123 17 3 
S.F. ZEPHYR #5 Oakland 8h 86 43 5 
S.F. ZEPHYR #6 Ogden 78 52 37 11 
COAST STARLIGHT #11-12 Los Angeles 13 n 15 6 
COAST STARLIGHT #13-14 Portland 56 9 48 2 
COAST DAYLIGHT #12 Los Angeles 81 6 z 6 
COAST DAYLIGHT #13 Oakland 95 103 23 4 


It is obvious that the worst performance on the routes tallied was put in by the 
COAST STARLIGHT, The southbound train was on time only 13% of occasions (on tine 


_was defined as within 15 minutes of timetable schedule). The northbound train reached 
Portland (and presumably was late at Seattle as well) behind schedule close to half of 


the days it ran, and when both trains were late they averaged over an hour of tardi- 
ness. However, the eastbound SUNSET LIMITED was a close contender for the dubious 
record of worst tisekeeper, as it arrived in New Orleans on time less than half of the 
tine, averaging over two hours late (the range of tardiness was from 20 minutes to 8 
hours, 5 minutes; two of the late trains, times not counted in the average lateness, 
were annulled before reaching their end point because of. freight derailments, and 
passengers were bused on). The lateness of the northbound STARLIGHT ranged from 30 
minutes to 5 hours, 35 minutes, the latter due to a freight derailment, 

The 4-times-aeweek COAST DAYLIGHT, with the shortest route, was the best performer 
in our table, One train each direction was annulled once due to freight derailaents, 
and both trains were once late a little over 4 hours due to freight wrecks. 

The table does not indicate that the southbound STARLIGHT gathered auch of its 
lateness while operating over the Burlington Northern. It left Portland late 11 out 
of 15 times, presumably usually because of late arrival from Seattle, The range of 
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summer timekeeping 


that tardiness was from 20 minutes to 1 hour, 16 minutes. However, it frequently sade 
up time before reaching Oakland, since only 6 of 15 times was it late arriving there, 
but then it tended to drop behind schedule again between Oakland and Los Angeles, with 
13 out of 15 L.A. arrivals being behind tine. 

To put these times into perspective with earlier Amtrak data, we have averaged our 
figures for each route as a whole (both directions) and made the assumption that the 
missing data wouldn't change the averages. Here's a table that includes Amtrak's fig- 
ures from the last two quarters of 1971 and the first quarter of this year. We also 

je our figures from last Christmas season (for L.A. arrivals only, where applicable): 


ROUTE 1971 1972 1972, 1971 

3rd QA 4th Qs ist Qs Summer Xaas 
Seattle-San Diego 10 50 66 36 0 All figures 
Chicago—Oakland h4 51 83 81 = are percent 
New Orleans-Los Angeles 56 49 3 65 29 on tise 


Oakland-Los Angeles 12 i 90 86 50 


The above table shows a general improvement over the course of time from the third quar- 
ter of last year to the first quarter of this year, It must be remembered, however, 
that the first quarter of the year is the slowest travel season, including neither sum- 
mer, Easter season, nor Christmas vacation. Our summer figures should be compared with 
the third quarter of last year, as they overlap a comparable period. Such a comparison 
shows that an improvement over 1971 has taken place. However, at least half of the 
routes we have examined still show an unexceptably low level of performance. Only about 
a third of the trains on the Seattle-San Diego route are running on tise this summer, 
though it's undoubtedly better than the one-in-ten of last summer. And it's auch better 
than the complete strikeout that occurred on the route last Christmas. 

On the other hand, comparing our summer 1972 figures with Amtrak's figures for the 
first three months of this year (the latest they have released), there has been a de- 
cline in performance on every route. in many cases the trains left their origins late 
because of equipment breakdowns and late connecting trains. However, it is our impress- 
ion that little effort is made on some of these trains to make up lost time--there is no 
"sense of urgency" about the operations. Frequently no one seems to be in charge at 
large stations, and a train sits there longer than the scheduled time even though every- 
one is aboard and there seems no earthly reason for delaying further. Yet workers wan- 
der about with their heads in the clouds, and there is no supervision of their opera- 
tions. 

Clearly Amtrak has a tremendous timekeeping problem on some of its routes. it stil] 
as not gained a firm hand over its operations, even after 16 months. in only 8 months 
he 2-year "experiment" will be over, and there will be intense pressure to eliminate 

many long-distance routes. The inexcusable bad performance, coupled with the sany 
problems of malfunctioning equipment enroute, add up to a situation where many passen- 
gers will forsake train travel having tried it, perhaps for the first time, under Astrak. 
This is the last summer of Amtrak's experimental period, and things are very little 
better than the first summer. Amtrak has clearly not gotten organized yet, as it said 

it would, and if it is now showing "what it can do," then things look mighty bad for a 
continuation of long-distance train travel in this country. 
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EAST COAST REPORT (continued from page 6) 


AUTUMN SCHEDULE change for Amtrak trains: 

In addition to previous reports published in RTN, these changes are presently contea- 
plated for the fall: The SAN FRANCISCO ZEPHYR will run every-other-day between San 
Francisco and Denver, rather than daily or trieweekly. The MERCHANTS LIMITED will 
run Boston-Washington on Sundays only, and the BUNKER HILL will run Washington-Boston 
on Mondays only, with no time changes. The remainder of the week, the operation will 
be between Boston and Philadelphia. The TURBOTRAIN will likely leave Boston about an 
hour later than its preently scheduled tise. 

The FLORIDIAN will return to its traditional schedule with an 8:55am departure from 
Chicago and 8am from Miami. The SILVER METEOR will be split at Savannah, with the 
Miami section running via the Baldwin cutoff to Waldo and south. The CHAMPION sec- 
tion will run to St, Petersburg via Jacksonville and Orlando. The date for change- 
over to fall schedules on the Amtrak system is September 10. 

POTOMAC SPECIAL will remain after the end of the one-year "experiment" in Septea- 
ber. Incidentally, food service on the train is now usually provided by a nicely 
refurbished ex-C&0 diner-coach. Perhaps the "sandwiches-on-a-board" service exper- 
ienced by Paul Rayton in June (see RTN, July 3) was only temporary while the regu- 
lar car was being refurbished. 


MISCELLANY: THE STATE of Virginia has a Department of Transportation now, Its 
primary project is the Washington-Richmond route for high-speed service, and if that 
appears promising, the potential for the Richmond-Norfolk section... ACTUAL CONVER- 
SATION with a ticket agent June 11: RTN: "Do you have the June 11 timetables?" 
Agent: "No." RIN: "Do you have the June OFFICIAL GUIDE?" Agent: "Not yet." RIN: 
"Did you get any advance notice of schedule changes from Amtrak?" Agent: “We never 
get anything from Amtrak except fare changes." RIN: "Did you get any schedule 
changes from the railroad?” Agent: "No." RTN: "Well, what do you tell the pub- 
lic?" Agent: "i just tell them what | saw in the newspapers, Other than that, | 
just hope the schedules haven't changed"... NATIONAL LIMITED westbound July 15 
observed at Harrisburg, PA, was thr 15mins late and had all coaches filled except 
the last. The air conditioning was working properly in the two sleepers and the 
Los Angeles coach, half-way in an SP coach, and not at all in the PC diner, the 3 
SCL coaches and the Amtrak coach on the rear... FLOOD REPORTS: As of July 15, the 
Philadelphia-Harrisburg Silverliner trains were making their full runs only in the 
early morning and late afternoon, Midday trains were running only Philadelphia- 
Lancaster to facilitate repair of flood-damaged track, with connecting bus to Har- 
risburg. BROADWAY LIMITED service was expected to resume July 19, The BROADWAY 
and the NATIONAL LTD had been running Washington-Philadelphia, combining there with 
the trains from New York for the runs west. for this purpose, trains 31 and 41 were 
backed into 30th St. station. Newport News-Charlottesville Amtrak rail service was 
resumed July 11... BECAUSE OF slowness in making decisions, the Amtrak summer travel 
season may be missed entirely before the New York-Montreal route is opened. The same 
will be true of the Mexican route... RECENT AMTRAK press release begins: "An import- 
ant feature in the annals of Americana is the ‘unhurried, unworried, and unwearied! 
way countless Americans used to travel by train to explore the scenic wonders of 
their homeland. This summer 1972, droves of vacation-bound Americans are rediscov- 
ering this thrill, but this time, through the broad, clear windows of an Amtrak 
train"... page 11 
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BART OPENING SET FOR SEPTEMBER 11 


The Cakland - Fremont line of the Bay Area Rapid Transit system will open to the 
public on Monday, September 11. Ribbon=cutting ceremonies will occupy the morning, and 
the first paying passengers will board at noon. On that day, 15 years of planning and 
8 years of building will be behind the $1.4 billion system. As of this writing, BART 
has 32 cars, enough to run on the 28-mile line that is the first section of the system 
to be opened. On August 23, eight trains were placed in operation without paying pass- 
engers in order to run them until opening day just as they will operate starting Sept. 
11. Initially the line will run 6am to 8pm weekdays, and will be closed weekends. 

August 19 the downtown Berkeley BART station was opened for public inspection. 
Crowds passed thru the handsome arched subway station, reminiscent of Russian subways, 
while BART personnel passed out brochures and balloons and explained the operation of 
the system to potential riders, The line from Oakland to Berkeley, with terminal at 
Richmond, will open this fall. Berkeley has two other BART stations, both in subways. 


ONE VOTE KILLS FUNDS FOR MASS TRANSIT 
By a vote of 8 to 7, the Senate Public Works Committee has apparently fatally killed 


a bil] which would allow some of the Highway Trust Fund money to be used for rail rapid | 


transit construction, Senator Robert T. Stafford, Republican of Vermont, cast the de- 
ciding vote August 10 after having changed his mind overnight. He had voted for the 
measure the day before. The bill still might pass the Senate when it reaches the floor, 
but the probability is diminished with the influential committee's negative stamp on it. 


STUDY OF SAN FRANCISCO - SACRAMENTO CORRIDOR TRAVEL 


About 40 transit experts from California have been invited by the state to compete 
for $600,000 to do a study of future transportation systems between San Francisco and 
the state capitol. It is apparently the first time that a "corridor" will be defined 
and created, as it were--the area extending from San Jose to Santa Rosa and east to 
Sacramento and Stockton. (In the Northeast Corridor, a conglomerate of cities already 
existed, while the California cities are at present partially widely separated, ) 
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LETTERS 

Paul Rayton's rhetorical question (RIN, July 3) was thought-provoking ("For whom, 
exactly, was this train being run--him? Or the poor passengers...1") Maybe Mr. 
Rayton has hit on an important point. The employee mentioned probably believes 
that it was his union that was most instrumental in getting Amtrak started and in 
getting his job extended beyond May 1, 1971. Certainly the railroads didn't care, 
and NARP doesn't have vast political "clout." After all, how many passenger train 
fans would swing their votes against the incumbent politicians if the passenger 
train expires in the U.S.? Not really many, However, a lot of railroad passenger 
train employees who would thereby be unemployed or forced into freight work might 
change their votes, so politicians listen to them. Moreover the rail unions, but 
not railfans, presumably are in a position to contribute heavily to campaign funds 
of politicians they like. 

Maybe this idea explains why Mr. Lewis is praising the railroad employees so 
highly. Amtrak needs their political clout to keep the money coming. It also 
explains why Amtrak isn't doing anything about what was by most observers declared 
to be among the top two or three passenger train problems--the problem of excessive 
crew cost, 

John R. Pawson 
Willow Grove, Pa. 


| enjoyed Paul Rayton's travel report in the July 3 RTN. But | am dumbfounded 
at the conditions he encountered, Did he obtain numbers of the poor cars, names 
of the incompetent and/or impolite personnel, etc.? All of the evidence which he 
collected simply must be made available to the appropriate Congressmen steering 
Anmtrakerelated legislation and investigations, Are you filing a report with NARP? 
Did you cite your accumulated data for the benefit of Amtrak? 

Jia Pakala 

Titusville, Fla. 
(Ed. note: RIN is read by Amtrak, by NARP, by DOT officials, and by a number of 
national and state legislators, among others in decision-making positions. They 
must be aware of all our comments. However, don't let this fact defer you from 
making your own comments available to the appropriate officials.) 


One of our private cars, "Golden Sunset" (ex-GM&0 - "Timothy B. Blackstone") is 
being leased by Amtrak, It made its first run for a tour group on June 30 attached 
to the rear of the SUPER CHIEF-EL CAPITAN, It has since made two trips to Seattle 
(on the COAST STARLIGHT). 

Also, two of our cars have been attached to regular trains on two of our excur- 
sions, Our diner "Starlight Cafe" (ex-UP coffee shop-lounge) was used on our San 
Diego excursion July 22 on the rear of SAN DIEGANS 776 and 775, and one of our 
sleepers, "Imperial Bird" (ex-UP), was used on the CHIEF August 3-4 and 6 on our 
Denver excursion, to Trinidad eastbound and from La Junta westbound, 

Kenneth Ruben, Director 
Pacific Railroad Society 
Los Angeles, Cal. 
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AFTER TRANSPO 72 (continued from page 3) 


shows that when pedestrian malls are created, business improves, contrary to mer- 
chants! initial suspicions, 

Traveling between cities should be equally pleasant and efficient, though now it 
rarely is. There is obviously no substitute for airplanes for very fast travel. How- 
ever, as Muaford points out, speeds have now reached the point where electronic com- 
punication--as for business aeetings--would be more efficient; meet over closedecir- 
cuit TV instead of rushing madly across the country. 

The greatest need in inter-city travel is for the diverting of auto passengers 
onto rails. The same is true of large freight, as Mumford reminds us. Passenger 
train speeds are of course currently inadequate, An investment in roadbed and equip- 
ment to bring our passenger rail system up to foreign standards is needed quickly. 
But we don't need fantastically high speeds for passenger trains; says Mumford: they 
would draw too many people off airplanes and create another imbalance of the system. 
And from the human standpoint, we don't want to be shot through tubes at 500mph. Such 
a crackpot engineering scheme completely overlooks the pleasant catering to human 
needs that passenger trains are capable of, and which should be the primary criterion 
in designing travel systems. 

The ridiculous distinction between "long-haul" and "corridor® trains should be 
dropped. This functions only as bureaucratic doubletalk that translates as "Let's 
keep the Northeast Corridor trains because Penn Central is bankrupt and drop every- 
thing else so as not to upset our friends the railroad managers." A train is a 
vehicle that runs on rails and carries people and/or things between various points on 
the map. If | want to go from New York to Washington or from Chicago to Phoenix, | 
don't make any distinction between the trains | ride, In either case | have the same 
travel needs and expect similar service on either route. Let's not let Washingtonian 
gobbledygook wash out my travel needs as a human being. 

In short, what we desperately need--and need some time well before the year 2000- 
is something like a return to the sanity of travel that existed in the 1920's and 
1930's, only better. We need cities that we can move around in as human beings, and 
vehicles that we can travel the country in as human beings without discomfort and 
fear for our lives. We need to open up avenues of physical mobility to everyone who 
wants them. 

One assumes that soon there will be certain warmaking and space-boondoggl ing 
industries that will be without federal financial support, If these old dogs could 
be taught new tricks, why not let the federal government encourage them to get into 
the business of rebuilding our avenues of travel, Lay new rails, build new trains, 
replace city-clogging freeways with beautiful walking-biking ways and transit sys- 
tems, landscape streets, place utilities underground--let our nation truly become 
number one in the beauty, ease and human freedom of living and moving that its citi- 
zens possess. 


SUBSCRIBE TO RAIL TRAVEL NEWSLETTER. Published twice monthly, and just $6 a year by 


first class nail. Write for air mail rates to other countries. Send check to: 
Message Media, Box 9007, Berkeley, Calif. 94/09. 
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125 slides) covers the IC to the D&H and SCL; "In the West" ($5.00, 25 


Express Ads 


THREE "BEFORE AMTRAK" SLIDE SETS now available: "In the East" ($5.00, 









slides) covers the C&NW and GH&0 to the SP; "In the Pacific Northwest" 
($6.00, 30 slides) covers all Oregon and Washington varnish, Coverage 
is 1964-71 period. Detailed list of 10 sets and sample slide for 25¢ 
from Northwest Rail Images, 4891 Donald Street, Eugene, Oregon 97405, 


UNIQUE AND SPECTACULAR STEAM-DIESEL COMBINATION PULLS THE AUTUMN LEAVES 
CANNONBALLS THRU THE BLUE RIDGE ON 1-DAY TRIPS OCTOBER 14 & 15, VENER- 
ABLE BUT WELL MAINTAINED SEABOARD, ACL, LEN and GEORGIA RR COACHES CON- 
VERTED TO OPEN WINDOW; RESERVED SEATS, EARLY SINGLE ORDERS GET WINDOWS, 
FULL A/C BAR-LOUNGE & OPEN PLATFORM PARLOR CAR LAFAYETTE FROM N&W. 
SPARTANBURG TO ERWIN TN & RETURN THRU 20 TUNNELS, HIGH BRIDGES, LOOPS. 
CAR ATTENDANTS, HOSTESSES. ONLY $15.95; BOX LUNCHES $1.90; PARLOR 
SEATS $10. FLYER FROM CANNONBALL RAIL EXCURSIONS, BOX 1443, AUGUSTA GA 
30903. 


FARES, RAIL SKEDS Long Beach & EXURBS: Oxnard StaBarbara SLObispo; San 
Berdoo, Barstow; Indio. Comparative bus info. 25¢ SASE R.J. Swan, Box 
1866, Long Beach CA 90801, Trains have diners; QUEEN MARY's a good show. 


FOR SALE = Cassettes of train sounds, some from albums, most from around 
L.A. area. Send 10¢ for list to Gary Moe, 5228 Los Bonitos Way, Los 
Angeles, Calif. 90027. 


RAILROAD CALENDAR, Thirteen handsome enlargements of postage stamps 
of the world depicting steam and diesel locomotives. Printed on 

stock suitable for framing. §2.50 postpaid. California residents 
add 52. No C.0.0.'s. ACTION PRINTING, 24218 Hawthorne, Torrance, 
California 90505. 


Railroad unifora buttons for sale. The following are available: New 
York, New Haven and Hartford, Bangor and Aroostook and Central Vermont. 
J. F. Lajoie, 22 Stevens St., Methuen, Mass, 01844, 


RAILROAD PRINTS. Twelve 84 x 11" enlargements of postage stamps 
depicting steam and diesel locomotives. Printed on vellua bristol 

make beautiful collection framed. AT] twelve prints for $5.00 
postpaid, California residents add 54, No C.0.0.'s. ACTION PRINTING, 
24218 Hawthorne, Torrance, California 90595, 


COMING NEXT ISSUE! Now 80 spaces per line of RTN's new easier-to-read 
type for your use in Express Ads. Put your message in RIN for as little 
as one dollar (minimum for up to 3 lines). Use the eighty spaces per 
line as you see fit. Additional lines 35¢ each, 3 for $1. Send resit- 
tance with copy to Message Media, Box 9007, Berkeley, Calif. 94709. 
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